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in the Moniteur^ in March, 1804, Talleyrand gave a grand diplomatic dinner j in the midst of which, as was previously agreed with Bonaparte, Duroc called him out on the part of the First Consul. After an absence of near an hour, which excited great curiosity and some alarm among the diplomatists, he returned very thoughtful and seemingly very low-spirited. "Excuse me, gentlemen," said he, "I have been impolite against my inclination. The First Consul knew that you honoured me with your company to-day, and would therefore not have interrupted me by his orders had not a discovery of a most extraordinary nature against the law of nations just been made ; a discovery which calls for the immediate indignation against the Cabinet of St. James', not only of France, but of every nation that wishes for the preservation of civilized society. After dinner I shall do myself the honour of communicating to you the particulars, well convinced that you will all enter with warmth into the just resentment of the First Consul." During the repast the bottle went freely round, and as soon as they had drunk their coffee and liqueurs, Talleyrand rang a bell, and Hauterive presented himself with a large bundle of papers. The pretended original letters of Mr. Drake were handed about with the commentaries of the minister and his secretary. Their heads heated with wine, it was not difficult to influence their minds, or to mislead their